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GENERAL MEETING 


WEDNESDAY, 5TH FEBRUARY, 1947, at 5.30 p.m. 


AGENDA 


1. Confirmation of the Proceedings of the Annual Meeting held on 15th 
January, 1947. 


2. Announcement of Vice-Presidents for 1947. 
3. Recommendations of candidates for Fellowship. 
4. Announcement of election of new Fellows. 


5. Additions to the Library. 


Presented. 
Wadey H. J.: Introducing Bee-Keeping. 8vo. Bognor Regis, 1946. 
Bootham School, Yorks. : Survey of Askham Bog. 470. London, 1946. 


Shipley, A. E.: Infinite torment of fleas. 470. Cambridge, 1905. 
(Privately printed). [Mr. H. W. Andrews. | 


Purchased. 


Publications de l'Institut des Parcs nationaux du Congo Belge a 
Bruxelles : 


Mission De Witte, Fascicule 45, RepuvitpAr, EMESIDAE, HENIOCEPH- 
ALIDAE (Hemiptera, Heteroptera), by  H. 
Schouteden, 1944. 


Fascicule 46, HyBosoripAk, TROGIDAE (Coleoptera), 
by R. Paulian, 1944. 


Fascicule 47, MicrRoGAsSTERINAE (Hymenoptera), 
by H. de Saeger, 1944. 


Mission Damas, Fascicule 18, Collembola, by G. Marbier, 1944. 


In addition, separates have been presented by Dr. S. Pradhan, the 
Rev. E. J. Pearce and Captain Kenneth J. Hayward. 


6. Admission of Fellows. 
7. Paper accepted for publication in the Transactions. 


8. Communications. 


Ve 


(1) Dr. W. H. Thorpe 
The behaviour of Wireworms finding their food 
{ Abstract. | 


The apparent efficiency with which wireworms, (Agriotes sputator, 
obscurus and lineatus), when in the active phase, find crop plants on which to 
feed is very striking. It has been shown (Thorpe, Crombie, Hill and Darrah, 
1947, J. exp. Biol. (in press) ) that burrowing, following the lines of least 
resistance in the soil, but random in respect of chemical stimulation, is the 
primary basis of food-finding. When, in the course of this random burrowing, 
wireworms encounter certain carbohydrates, fats and proteins, the biting 
response is elicited. The sensitivity of this response is of the same order as 
that usually characteristic of organs of taste. In addition to this, wireworms 
show an orientation response to extremely dilute aqueous solutions of several 
dibasic acids, amides and related compounds, which are widely distributed 
in plant tissue and liable to be released into the soil by plant root systems. 
The sensitivity of this orientation response is very high indeed and is com- 
parable to that usually found in olfactory organs—although with wireworms 
it appears to operate only with substances in solution in the soil water, there 
being no evidence of sensitivity to airborne odours. This highly sensitive 
response is regarded as a means of increasing the target area of a root 
system. The two responses together, by their tendency to cause stopping 
and turning, thus complete the food-finding behaviour, retaining the animal 
in the vicinity of fine roots once they have been encountered. The bearing 
of these results on the prospects of controlling wireworms by means of 
artificial baits will be discussed. 


(2) Miss Vere Temple 
An observation on the pollination of Figwort (Serophularia) by Wasps. 


(3) Communications and exhibits the titles of which have been received 
since the circulation of these agenda. 


Fellows are particularly requested to bring suitable exhibits to the General 
Meetings even though it may not be possible to announce their intention to do 
so before the meeting. 


If circumstances permit tea will be served in the Library before the meeting. 


NOTICES 


A card index of Fellows’ addresses arranged on a geographical basis is now 
available for the use of Fellows in the Society’s Rooms. Addresses in Great 
Britain are grouped under counties ; elsewhere under Dominions, Colonies 
Foreign States, etc. ¥ 


In order to enable Fellows of the Society to meet informally after General 
Meetings the formation of a Dining Club has been suggested. Fellows of the 
Society who are interested in this proposal are invited to inform the Secretary 
as soon as possible. : 


ADMISSION OF FELLOWS 


Any Fellow who has not been formally admitted to the Society under Chapter 
XIV, Section 4 of the Bye-Laws and attends the meeting on 5th February, 1947, 
is requested to inform the Society before 5.15 p.m. on that date. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON 15TH JANUARY, 1947. 
Professor G. D. Hale Carpenter, M.B.E., D.M., President, in the Chair. 
Present, 61 Fellows and 13 Visitors. 


The minutes of the meeting held on 4th December, 1946, were confirmed 
and signed by the President. 


The names of the following candidates for election were read :—For the 
first time: R. P. Chaudhuri, B.Sc., M.Sc., P. A. Glick, Captain J. C. S. 
Marsh, R-A., H. H. J.Nesbitt; M:A., Ph.D: and J. Thorpe. 


“For the second time: P. A. D. Lanktree, G. Morcos, L. R. Natvig, and 
A. H. Parker, B.Sc: 


The Secretary read the names of the following newly elected Fellows of 
the Society :—G. C. Taylor, M.Sc., M.Ed.,. B.Agric., A.I.C.T.A., The 
Agricultural Department, Sierra Leone, British West Africa; W. Urton, 
F.R.M.S., A.R.P.S., 706, Chatsworth Road, Chesterfield ; E. Dearing, B.Sc., 
10, Bray Road, Speke, Liverpool, 19. 


Thanks were voted to donors of gifts to the Library since the last meeting. 


Mr. M. Niblett, Mr. Francis J. Griffin and Mr. B. M. Jones signed the 
Obligation Book and were admitted Fellows of the Society. 


The Secretary announced that the Fellows nominated as Officers and 
Council for the ensuing year had been duly elected. 


The Secretary read the report of the Council, which was adopted on the 
motion of Dr. O. W. Richards, seconded by Dr. B. M. Hobby. 


The Treasurer read his annual report, and this, and the accounts for 
the year ended 31st December, 1946, were adopted on the motion of Mr. 
C. N. Hawkins, seconded by Captain F. Stanley Smith. 


The President then read his address, after which a vote of thanks to him 
on the completion of two years of office, coupled with a request that the 
address might be published in the Proceedings, was proposed by Dr. C. B. 
Williams and carried unanimously. In acknowledging the thanks of the 
meeting, voiced by Dr. Williams, the President granted this request. 


A vote of thanks to the Officers for their services throughout the year was 
proposed by Captain R. A. Jackson, R.N., and passed with acclamation. The 
Treasurer briefly replied on behalf of the Officers. 


At the close of the meeting the President, on behalf of the Society, made a 
presentation to Mr. Francis J. Griffin in recognition of his services to the 
Society during the seventeen years of his Registrarship. Mr. Griffin, in 
acknowledging the gift, briefly replied. 


The President also made presentations to Miss Evans and Sergeant 
Campbell in recognition of their services to the Society during the war, and 
announced the appointment of Miss Evans to the vacant Registrarship. 


N. D. Ritry, Hon. Secretary. 


The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, 5th March, 1947, at 5.30 p.m, 


NOTICES 


In addition to the Transactions and Proceedings (Series A, B, and C), the 
following publications are available on application at the Society's rooms :— 


Tue Generic NaMEs oF Britisu Insects, prepared by the Committee on 
Generic Nomenclature of the Royal Entomological Society of London, with the 
assistance of the Department of Entomology of the British Museum (Natural 
History) : 

Part 1. Recommendations relating to the publication of 

the committee’s reports. : ; : . price 6d. 


Part 2. The generic names of the British Rhopalocera with 

a check list of the species : : . price 3s. 6d. 
Part 3. The generic names of the British Odonata with a 

chéck list of the species . 3 ; P . price 3s. 6d. 


Part 4. The generic names of the British Neuroptera, with 
a check list of the British species — . , . price 3s. 6d. 
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The generic names of the British Hymenoptera 
Aculeata, with a check list of the British species price 15s. Od. 
Part 6. The generic names of the British CARABIDAE, with 
a check list of the British species — . ; . price 10s. 0d. 
Part 7. The generic names of the British Hydradephaga, 
with a check lst of the British species _. we Pricey Ss0d- 
Part 8. The generic names of the British Hemiptera— 
Heteroptera, with a check list of the British 
species , ; ; ‘ : : . price 39s. 0d. 
Sty.ops, a Journal of Taxonomic Entomology. 
1932-1935. Vols. 1—4 (all issued). Price £1 16s. Od. each; to Fellows, 
£1 7s. Od. 


ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE Royal ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF 
Lonpon. 1935. Nos. 1-6 (all issued). 3s. Od. 


HUBNER : A BIBLIOGRAPHICAL AND SYSTEMATIC ACCOUNT OF THE ENTOMOLOGI- 
CAL WORKS OF JACOB HUBNER AND THE SUPPLEMENTS THERETO. In 2 
vols. By Francis Hemming. 


Pree» Volr iy (G05 pps) 155 0n- 
i) VOlerne am 2G TD: 15s. Od. 


Published by Tur Royat Enromo.ocicat Sociery or Lonpon and sold 
at its rooms, 41, Queen’s Gate, S.W.7, price 6d. 


